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PREFACE

This statistical release presents information on civil marriages, customary marriages and civil unions that were
registered in 2012 in the South African national marriage registration systems maintained by the Department of
Home Affairs. It highlights trends in the number of marriages and unions as well as demographic and other
characteristics of the couples. The release also reports on divorces that were granted in 2012 by the
Department of Justice and Correctional Services. It focuses on trends in divorces; characteristics of plaintiffs;
age at the time of divorce; duration of marriage at the time of divorce and divorces involving couples with minor
children.

PJ Lehohla
Statistician-General
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KEY FINDINGS

1. Introduction

There are three main sources of marriage and divorce statistics in South Africa: namely, population censuses,
household sample surveys and administrative data (i.e. those compiled from vital registration systems and
administrative records). The data from these sources give different aspects of information on marriages and
divorces in the country. Census and survey data are, by nature, subjective individual information that provide cross-
sectional data on individuals’ marital status (never married, divorced, widowed, etc.). Therefore, marriage and
divorce in this context cover different types of marriages and associated divorces that took place at different
periods in people’s lives. However, not all types of marriages and divorces are registered.

Unlike census and surveys, registered marriages and divorces data are based on continuous recording of these
events as they take place. Not all marriages can be registered in South Africa. By the end of December 2012, three
types of marriages and unions were recognised by law namely: civil marriages, customary marriages and civil
unions. The management of registered marriages and unions is the responsibility of the Department of Home
Affairs (DHA) under the following legislations:

= Civil marriages are administered through the Marriage Act, 1961 (Act No. 25 of 1961) as amended, and its
associated regulations.

= Customary marriages are governed by the Recognition of Customary Marriages Act, 1998 (Act No. 120 of
1998) that came into effect on 15 November 2000.

= The Civil Union Act, 2006 (Act No. 17 of 2006) governs civil unions and it came into operation on 30
November 2006.

Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) publishes data on marriages for citizens and permanent residents that are
collected through the civil registration systems of DHA. Before 2008, the data in the annual release Marriages and
divorces (P0307) covered only civil marriages. However, since 2009, Stats SA started publishing available data on
customary marriages and civil unions. The registration of customary marriages and civil unions began in 2003 and
2007 respectively.

The Department of Justice and Correctional Services (DOJ&CS) is responsible for handling matters relating to the
dissolution of registered marriages (civil and customary) and civil unions. This responsibility of the department is
mandated through:

* The Divorce Act, 1979 (Act No.70 of 1979), as amended; and

* The Jurisdiction of Regional Courts Amendment Act, 2008 (Act No. 31 of 2008), that came into effect on 9
August 2010.

Data on divorces are obtained from the various regional courts that deal with divorce matters. The data are based
on successful divorce cases that have been issued with a decree of divorce. Divorce cases came from marriages
that were registered in different years as well as divorce cases that were filed in different years but whose divorce
decrees were granted in the same year. It should be noted that although both the data on the marriages and
divorces are collected in the same year, the data sets are not linked to each other.

Marriages and Divorces, 2012
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2. Marriages
21 Civil marriages

21.1 Trends in civil marriages (2002 — 2012)

Information provided in Table 1 on page 22, shows that a total of 161 112 civil marriages of South African citizens
and permanent residents were registered at the Department of Home Affairs in 2012. This number includes 210
(0,1%) marriages of South African citizens and permanent residents that were solemnised outside the borders of
South Africa but subsequently registered in South Africa. The table further shows that the number of registered
marriages fluctuated between 2002 and 2008, after which there was a consistent decline. During the period 2002 to
2012, the highest number of marriages was recorded in 2008 (186 522) and the lowest number in 2012 (161 112).
The 2012 figure of 161 112 civil marriages represents a decrease of 3,7% from the 167 264 marriages recorded in
2011.

The seasonal monthly variation in the registration of civil marriages is observed in Figure 1 on page 12. Generally,
the warmer months (beginning from September and peaking in December) are the most popular months for
solemnising marriages. The results also show that solemnisation of marriages tends to peak in either March or April
depending on the month of Easter holidays for that particular year. In 2012, the highest number of marriages
[27 138; (16,8%)] took place in December. July recorded the lowest number of marriages, [9 850; (6,1%)].

21.2 Solemnisation of civil marriages

The Marriage Act, 1961 (Act No. 25 of 1961) requires that only licensed marriage officers solemnise civil marriages
and issue a marriage certificate. Civil marriages are generally solemnised by civil marriage officers at the offices of
the DHA and by religious marriage officers at chapels or religious buildings. After a solemnisation ceremony, the
marriage officer issues the couple with an abridged hand-written marriage certificate free of charge and submits the
marriage register at the DHA office where he/she is registered for the recording of the marriage particulars in the
National Population Register (NPR).

Table 2 on page 23, shows the distribution of civil marriages registered in 2012 according to the way in which the
marriage was solemnised. Under ‘way of solemnisation’ the terms: (i) ‘DHA’ is used for marriages solemnised by
civil marriage officers and (ii) ‘religious’ for marriages solemnised by priests/religious persons who are marriage
officers. Table 2 indicates that 82 975 (51,5%) of the 161 112 marriages were solemnised by DHA marriage
officers and 56 099 (34,8%) by ‘religious’ rites. The type of solemnisation rite was not specified in 22 038 (13,7%)
marriages.

The table also provides information on the province of marriage registration. The province of registration is not
necessarily the province of usual residence of the couple since couples could marry at any place of their choice.
The results further indicate that, in 2012, the highest number of all marriages was registered in Gauteng [40 287
(25,0%)] and the lowest in Northern Cape [5 044 (3,1%)]. North West (76,1%) had the highest proportion of its
marriages solemnised by civil marriage officers whereas Western Cape recorded the highest proportion (44,2%) of
marriages solemnised by religious marriage officers. Wide differences of ‘unspecified’ way of solemnisation by
province were noted. For example, the way of solemnisation of 27,8% of marriages in Mpumalanga was
unspecified compared with 1,6% in North West.

2.1.3 Marital status at the time of civil marriage

Data presented in Table 3 on page 24 indicate that a majority of the marriages in 2012 for both bridegrooms and
brides were first-time marriages. For bridegrooms, there were 133 509 (82,9%) bachelors, 5 363 (3,3%) divorcees
and 2 144 (1,3%) widowers. For the brides, 140 771 (87,4%) were spinsters whilst 3 621 (2,2%) were divorcees
and 1 664 (1,0%) were widows. The marital status of 20 096 (12,5%) bridegrooms and 15 056 (9,3%) brides was
unspecified. Provincial distribution shows that all provinces had the highest proportion of both bridegrooms and
brides marrying for the first time, particularly brides in KwaZulu-Natal and Limpopo where 90,2% and 90,8%
respectively were spinsters at the time of marriage.
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It is also observed from Table 4 on page 25, that irrespective of their marital status, men generally married women
who had never been married (spinsters). Thus, 125 815 (94,2%) spinsters, 1 308 (1,0%) divorcees and 1214
(0,9%) widows were married by bachelors. In addition, irrespective of the fact that more divorcees and widowers
married spinsters, the proportion of male divorcees who married female divorcees (16,2%) was higher than the
proportion that married widows (1,2%). Similarly, the proportion of widowers who married widows (15,0%) was
higher than the proportion that married female divorcees (1,5%).

21.4 Age at the time of civil marriage

Population scientists are interested in the age at first marriage or union because of its theoretical link to exposure
to the risk of pregnancy, childbearing and ultimately to fertility. This link tends to be weakened in populations where
pre-marital fertility is widespread. Nevertheless, age at first marriage or union continues to be a good proxy for
measuring not only fertility but other health and socio-economic indicators relating particularly to the role and status
of women in society. The importance of this indicator is, to some extent, underscored in South Africa through the
marriage legislations that put restrictions on marriages involving minors (persons under 18 years old). These
minors require the consent of a parent, a guardian or a Commissioner of Welfare before entering into a marriage.
In addition to the above consent, boys under 18 years and girls under 16 years of age require the consent of the
Minister of Home Affairs before they can marry.

In 2012, marriages of nine bridegrooms and 206 brides aged less than 18 years were registered. Seven of these
bridegrooms and 193 of the brides were marrying for the first time (see Table 5 on page 26). Furthermore, Figure 2
on page 13 indicates that the highest number of bachelors [35 883 (26,9%)] were in the age group 30-34 years
whereas the highest number of spinsters [46 559 (33,1%)] were aged 25-29 years. There were more spinsters
compared to bachelors at younger ages (less than 30 years) and vice versa at older ages (30 years and older).

The overall median ages by year of registration presented in Figure 3a on page 14 shows that the median ages
have remained constant for both bridegrooms (34 years) and brides (30 years), with a constant age difference of
four years. Figures 3b to 3d on pages 14-15 further show that women generally entered marriage at younger ages
than men with wide age gaps between men and women of the same marital status. For example, widowers were
19 years older than widows while bachelors were four years older than spinsters. In addition, the median ages at
current marriage was lowest for those marrying for the first time, followed by those widowed and highest for
divorcees.

For first-time marriages, the median ages for bachelors and spinsters were 33 years and 29 years respectively in
2012 (see Figure 3b). The median ages of brides remained at 29 years throughout the five-year period between
2008 and 2012, while for bridegrooms the median age was 32 years between 2008 and 2009 and increased to 33
years in 2010 through to 2012. For remarriages, the median ages for widowers and widows in 2012 (Figure 3c)
were 49 years and 30 years respectively. The median ages for widowers consistently increased every year by one
year from 45 years in 2008 to 49 years in 2012 whereas the median ages for widows were quite stable at 29 years
in 2008, and increased to 30 years in 2009 until 2012. The median ages for divorcees are shown in Figure 3d. It is
observed that the median ages for male divorcees were generally constant at 52 years over the five-year period
from 2008 to 2012. In comparison, the median age of female divorcees increased from 46 years in 2008 to 47
years in 2012.

Despite the fact that men generally marry younger women, data in Table 4 indicate that in 2012, 23 855 (14,8%)
bridegrooms were younger than their brides whilst 12 172 (7,6%) were of the same age as their brides. This
observed age pattern is the same irrespective of the marital status of the bridegroom at the time of marriage (see
Figures 4a to 4c on pages 16-17). However, the magnitude differs by the marital status of the spouses at the time
of marriage. For example, 45,7% of bachelors who married divorcees were younger than their brides (Figure 4a)
and 18,8% of male divorcees who married widows were also younger than their brides (Figure 4c). A relatively
smaller percentage (6,7%) was observed for male divorcees marrying spinsters who were older than themselves
(Figure 4c).
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2.2 Customary marriages
2.21 Trends in the registration of customary marriages (2003 — 2012)

In 2012, 4 555 customary marriages were registered at the Department of Home Affairs, indicating a decline of
10,4% from 5 084 customary marriages registered in 2011. It is observed from Table 6 on page 29 that the number
of registered customary marriages fluctuated between 2003 and 2007 after which there was a consistent decline.
The highest number of registered customary marriages was recorded in 2004 (20 301) whilst the least number was
recorded in 2012 (4 555).

The Recognition of Customary Marriages Act, 1998 (Act No. 120 of 1998) prescribes that customary marriages
entered into after the commencement of this Act must be registered within a period of three months after the
conclusion of the marriage. Figure 5 on page 17 shows that the majority of customary marriages were registered
later than the year of marriage. During the period from 2008 to 2012, the proportion of marriages that were
registered the same year in which they took place ranged from 7,2% in 2008 to 15,1% in 2012, indicating a modest
increase over time.

2.2.2 Marital status at the time of customary marriage

Since the Customary Marriages Act of 1998 recognises polygyny a husband who has registered his marriage under
the Act is permitted to register additional marriages under the Act provided he adheres to the regulations under the
Act regarding his property. That is, at his own cost, the husband has to get an order from a competent court that
will regulate his future matrimonial property system. It would be of interest to distinguish between first-time spouses
and those who have married before (i.e. those in polygynous marriages, divorcees, widows and widowers).
However, in the absence of data on marital status at the time of the registration of customary marriage, this
distinction cannot be made.

2.2.3 Age at the time of customary marriage

The age distribution of bridegrooms and brides at the time of customary marriage is presented in Table 7 on page
30. In 2012, there were 13 (0,3%) bridegrooms and 118 (2,6%) brides who were younger than 18 years. The
median ages at the time of customary marriage are presented in Figure 6 on page 18. Similar to civil marriages,
bridegrooms were generally older than brides, with a difference of about five to six years for customary marriages
registered between 2008 and 2012.

For both bridegrooms and brides, median ages at the time of customary marriage increased gradually over time.
Median ages of bridegrooms increased from 31 years in 2008 to 33 years in 2012 and those for brides increased
from 25 years to 27 years during the same period. A further comparison of the ages of bridegrooms and brides
shows that in 2012, 83,6% of bridegrooms were older than their brides whilst 10,4% were younger than their brides
and 6,0% were of the same age (see Figure 7 on page 18). This distribution was generally the same over the five-
year period.

2.3 Civil unions
2.3.1 Trends in the registration of civil unions (2007 — 2012)

Results presented in Table 8 on page 33 show that in 2012, 987 civil unions were registered (including the
registration of 11 civil unions of South African citizens and permanent residents living outside South Africa). In
general, the number of civil unions registered in South Africa increased from 80 in 2007 to 888 in 2010, then
declined marginally to 867 in 2011 then increased by 13,8% to 987 in 2012. The provincial distribution of civil
unions registered in 2012 indicates that Gauteng (425) and Western Cape (253) were the provinces with the
highest number of registrations of civil unions. More than half (68,7%) of civil unions in 2012 were registered in
these two provinces. Aside from civil unions that were registered outside South Africa, North West has
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been recording the lowest number of registered civil unions since 2008. In 2012, 11 civil unions were registered in
North West followed by 12 and 13 registered in Mpumalanga and Limpopo respectively.

2.3.2 Marital status at the time of civil union

It would be of interest to distinguish between first time spouses and those who had married before (i.e. divorcees,
widows and widowers) and the type of marriage relationship they were in. However, this information on marital
status is not available in the data.

2.3.3 Age at the time of civil union

Spouses are distinguished as spouse1 and spouse2. The number of civil unions classified by the ages of spouse1
and spouse?2 at the time of the solemnisation of civil union is presented in Table 9 on pages 34. It is observed that
there were two spouse1 and six spouse2 that were younger than 20 years old.

As observed from Figure 8 on page 19, the median ages of spouses1 and spouses?2 at the time of solemnisation of
the civil union have declined since 2008. Furthermore, the median ages of spouses1 were greater than those of
spouses2. Over the five-year period, the yearly differences in the median ages of spouses1 and spouses2 ranged
between two and four years. The median ages of spouses1 declined by two years from 38 years in 2008 to 36
years in 2012. Similarly, the median ages of spouses2 declined by two years from 35 years in 2008 to 33 years in
2012. Data in Figure 9 on page 19 further show that spouses1 were generally older than spouses?2. In 2012, 63,1%
of spouses1 were older than their spouses, whilst 29,0% were younger than their spouses and 7,9% were of the
same age as their spouses.

3. Divorces
3.1 Trends in divorces (2002 — 2012)

The 2012 divorce data reported in this statistical release are based on 21 998 completed divorce forms that Stats
SA had received and processed by the end of September 2014. The number (21 998) indicates an increase of
1018 (4,9%) divorces from the 20 980 cases processed in 2011 (see Table 10 on page 37). The table shows that
the total number of divorces generally fluctuated over the period 2002 to 2012, with the highest number observed in
2005 (32 484) and the lowest in 2011 (20 980).

Table 10 further provides data on divorces classified by population group and the year in which the divorce was
granted. Couples from the white population group dominated the number of divorces from 2002 to 2007; thereafter,
the black African couples had the highest number of divorces up until 2012. In 2002, 45,2% of the divorcees were
from the white population group whereas 22,5% came from the black African population group. By 2012, 33,2% of
the divorcees were from the black African population group and 32,9% from the white population group. The
proportions of the divorcees from the coloured and the Indian/Asian population groups were quite invariable during
the eleven-year period. However, there was a notable increase in the proportions of divorcees from the coloured
population group (from 16,6% in 2011 to 18,0% in 2012) which may have affected the results.

3.2 Characteristics of plaintiffs

The 2012 data presented in Table 11 on page 38 show that more wives 11 033 (50,2%) than husbands 7 335
(33,3%) initiated the divorce. The sex of the plaintiff was not specified in 3 630 (16,5%) of divorces. With the
exception of women from the black African population who had a lower proportion of plaintiffs (40,7%), the
proportion of women plaintiffs from the other population groups was above 50,0%. White population group 57,3%,
coloured population group 54,7% and Indian/Asian population group 54,3% were women. However, it should also
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be noted that the black African population group had a much higher proportion of divorces with unspecified sex of
the plaintiff (22,1%).

Table 12 on page 38 provides information on the occupation of the plaintiffs. It is noted that a high proportion of the
plaintiffs (12,7% of the men and 19,4% of the women) did not indicate the type of occupation they were engaged in
at the time of divorce. In addition, 27,4% and 30,3% of the men and women respectively were not economically
active at the time of divorce.

In 2012, most plaintiffs were in clerical and sales occupations (11,1%); managers and administrators (10,4%) and
8,4% in professional, semi-professional and technical occupations. Some differences were observed regarding the
type of occupation of men and women. The men who initiated the divorce were largely managers and
administrators (14,5%) while the women were mainly in clerical and sales occupations (17,3%).

3.3 Number of divorces by way of solemnisation of marriage

Data presented in Table 13 on page 39 show that 4 432 (20,1%) of the 2012 divorce cases were from marriages
that were solemnised by religious rites and 16 629 (75,6%) by ‘civil’ rites. In comparison, the marriages that are
eventually dissolved are mostly solemnised by civil rites, which also follows from the fact that most marriages are
solemnised by ‘civil’ rites. A similar pattern was also found among all population groups, although the magnitude
differs. Over 90% of divorces for the black African (91,2%) and the coloured (91,9%) population groups were
solemnised by ‘civil’ rites, compared to 87,2% for Indians/Asians and 50,5% for the white population groups.

34 Number of times married

Results presented in Table 14 on page 39 show that the 2012 divorce cases for both men and women were mainly
from individuals who had married once. About 80,0% of divorces for men and women were from first-time
marriages compared to about 10,0% from second-time marriages. Around 2,0% of men and women were getting
divorced for at least the third time.

3.5 Age at the time of divorce

The median ages at divorce in 2012 were 42 years for men and 38 years for women, indicating that generally, men
were older than women, with a difference of about four years. The pattern of median ages in 2012 by population
group (see Figure 10 on page 20) shows that black African men and men from the white population group had the
highest median age of 42 years at the time of divorce while women from the Indian/Asian population group had the
lowest median age (36 years). The difference in the median ages at the time of divorce for men and women was
higher among the black African population groups (four years) than among the other population groups.

Detailed information on age by population groups and sex is presented in Figure 11 on page 20 for males and in
Figure 12 on page 21 for females as well as in Tables 15 and 16 on pages 40 and 41 respectively. Although there
were differences in the ages at which most men and women from the various population groups divorced, the age
patterns were quite similar. The data reveal that there were fewer divorces among the young (less than 25 years
old) and the old (65 years and older) divorcees. For men, the peak age group at divorce was 30 to 34 for
Indian/Asian population group while the peak for the black African, white and coloured population groups was 40 to
44 (Figure 11). In the case of women, the peak age group was generally at age group 35 to 39 except for the
Indian/Asians population group which peaked at 30 to 34 (Figure 12).

3.6 Duration of marriage of divorcing couples

Statistics from the annual divorce data do not give a comprehensive picture of the number of marriages ending in
divorce. However, the annual divorce Table 17 on page 42 and Table 18 on page 43 show the number of divorces
by duration of marriage for divorces granted in 2012 for men and women respectively. The largest number
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[6 129 (27,9%)] of the divorces were for marriages that lasted between five and nine years. This group is followed
by marriages that lasted less than five years [4 637 (21,1%)]. Thus, almost half (48,9%) of the 21 998 divorces in
2012 were marriages that lasted for less than 10 years. According to results given in Figure 13 on page 21,
irrespective of the population group, the highest proportion of divorces occurred to couples who had married for five
to nine years. Thus 33,3% of divorces from the black African; 27,2% from the coloured and 26,6% from the white
population groups were marriages that lasted between five and ten years. For the white population an equally high
proportion (25,5%) of divorces occurred in the first five years. Furthermore, for all population groups, after nine
years of marriage, the proportion of divorces declined as the duration of marriage increased.

3.7 Divorces involving couples with minor children

In 2012, 12 083 (54,9%) of the 21 998 divorces had children younger than 18 years (see Table 19 on page 44).
Apart from the mixed population group, the coloured and the white population groups had the highest (64,4%) and
the lowest (48,0%) percentages respectively. As provided in Table 20 on page 44, the distribution of the number of
children affected by divorce shows that 35,5% were from the black African population group; 28,2% from the white
population group and 22,0% from the coloured population group. There were 19 713 children affected by divorce
indicating that, on average, there was one child per divorce.

4. Summary and concluding remarks

This statistical release provided information on civil and customary marriages, civil unions and divorces for 2012,
based on data from the South African national marriage registration systems of the Department of Home Affairs
(DHA) and data of divorces granted by the Department of Justice and Correctional Services (DOJCS). The
information on marriages and divorces is important for understanding the formation and dissolution of marriage
relationships.

In total, 161 112 civil marriages were registered in South Africa in 2012, most of which were solemnised by DHA
marriage officers. The highest number of civil marriages was registered in Gauteng, followed by KwaZulu-Natal and
Western Cape, and the lowest was registered in Northern Cape. The majority of civil marriages in 2012 for both
brides and bridegrooms were first time marriages, with women generally entering into marriage at younger ages
than men.

The number of registered customary marriages was 4 555 in 2012, which declined from a total of 5 084 recorded in
2011. The majority of bridegrooms were older than their brides, with the gap in median ages at registration of
customary marriage much wider for customary marriages than other types of marriages. Less than one thousand
(987) civil unions were registered in South Africa in 2012, most of which were registered in Gauteng and Western
Cape, and lowest in North West. Spouses recorded as spouse1 were usually older than those recorded as
spouse2.

With regard to divorces, the data from the 51 out of the 63 courts that deal with divorce showed that 21 998
divorces were granted in South Africa in 2012. Starting from 2007 to 2012, the data showed higher proportions of
divorces from the black African population group than the white population group to the annual total divorces. The
2012 divorces were mainly from people who had married for the first time. More women than men initiated the
divorce. Men generally divorced at a later age than women. About 19 713 children aged less than 18 years were
affected by divorces that took place in 2012.

Overall, the information provided in this release showed fluctuations over time in the number of marriages, unions
and divorces in the country. Areas of improvement in the quality of data were noted, particularly relating to
completeness of information in order to reduce the data contained in the unspecified category of a number of
variables for both the marriages and divorces data. Continuous interaction between Stats SA, DHA and DOJCD
regarding feedback on data acquisition, processing and the production of the marriages and divorces statistics will
contribute to improvement of the quality of data and the statistics produced from them.

Marriages and Divorces, 2012
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EXPLANATORY NOTES
1. Purpose of the statistical release

The purpose of the statistical release is to provide information on the volume and some characteristics of registered
marriages and unions as well as divorces that were granted by the regional courts. The marriages and unions were
registered by the Department of Home Affairs whereas the divorces were granted by the Department of Justice and
Correctional Services.

2, Scope and coverage

The data in this release cover civil marriages, customary marriages and civil unions that were registered in 2012.
Data on divorces were collected from the regional courts that deal with divorce matters using the Divorce Form
(Divorce Form 07-04) prepared by Stats SA, DOJCS and other main stakeholders. The forms were regularly
completed as divorces were granted. The completed forms were compiled and mailed by post or courier to Stats
SA’s head office. Although marriages and unions; and the divorces were events that took place in 2012, the data
sets are not linked. All the data sets were processed, analysed and presented separately.

3. Data

Stats SA downloaded the data on civil marriages, customary marriages and civil unions from the Department of
Home Affairs (DHA) through State Information Technology Agency (SITA). The data were processed and analysed
for publication. By the end of September 2014, Stats SA had received 21 998 completed divorce forms for 2012
from 51 out of the 63 regional courts. These completed forms were sorted and captured by month and court name.
Captured data were quality assured and analysed for publication. Sorted and captured forms are well-labelled and
kept in a dedicated store room for divorce forms.

4, Limitations

The release focuses on the demographic characteristics of the married and divorced persons. The information
does not cover other relevant issues such as the causes and impact of divorce.

5. Definitions of terms

Civil marriages: is a marriage that is registered according to the Marriage Act, 1961 (Act No. 25 of 1961). In the
release the term ‘civil’ is also used to differentiate marriages that were solemnised by licensed non-religious
marriage officer from marriages that were solemnised by religious marriage officers.

Customary marriage: is a marriage that is negotiated, celebrated or concluded according to any of the systems of
indigenous African customary law which exist in South Africa as prescribed in the Recognition of Customary
Marriages Act,1998 (Act No. 120 of 1998).

Civil unions: refers to the voluntary union of two persons who are both 18 years of age or older, which is
solemnised and registered by way of either a marriage or a civil partnership, in accordance with the procedures
prescribed in the Civil Union Act, 2006 (Act No. 17 of 2006).

Mixed population group: refers to couples with different population groups.

Occupation: occupation is coded using the Standard Classification of Occupations, Report No 09-90-01, First
Edition, 1986 published by Stats SA.

Marriages and Divorces, 2012
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